TRIBAL  WARFARE   AND   SEIYID   BUBAKR

who had made money in the Far East. It was an old complaint. Rifles
could only come in with difficulty through Mukalla, for permits from Aden
were necessary, but from Sana there was no difficulty, except the dangers
of the road which did little more than put the price up. Modern rifles
came in dozens with each caravan from the Yemen, of German, Austrian,
Italian and Belgian manufacture. I had asked Sultan Salim on my last
journey to do something to suppress the traffic, but he had said it would
"not please the beduin!"

In circumstances such as these it was not surprising that people did not
see immediately how two hundred of the Sultan's retainers, who were
always unruly and had on several occasions gone on strike, armed only
with second-hand Legras rifles, were going to make much difference.

Seiyid Bubakr and I had long discussions. Seiyid Bubakr is one of the
most remarkable people I have ever met. He was born in Singapore,
where his grandfather had gone to found the family fortunes. In those
early days die Al Kaf family were not well off: even now they are not all
rich and it is only that section living in Tarim and Seiyun which has shared
in the vast fortune of which Seiyid Bubakr's grandfather laid the founda-
tions. He had left the Hadhramaut, as so many do, for the East Indies
and there obtained a position as a clerk. When he had saved enough
money he bought a small house and let it, and then another, and
so it went on until the property of the family in Singapore is worth
the best part of two million sterling, and in Java a similar amount or
even more.                           _

Seiyid Bubakr stayed in Singapore until he was about thirteen, when
he came to the Hadhramalut, and there his heart has always been. He, paid
a further visit to Singapore, a short one, and in that time, he tells me, the
Government of the Straits Settlements, wishing to make road improvements
in Singapore, found that a mosque stood in their way. The Government
offered the custodians to put up another mosque in an even better situation,
but they were advised that according to Muhammadan law once ground
had been consecrated to the use of a mosque it could never be anything
else. They therefore gave it up, and this attitude on the part of the Govern-
ment, who had all power 'and strength behind them, so impressed Sciyij
Bubakr that he felt that the one Government which could be trusted t0
help the Hadhramaut -was the British Government.

Some of his friends have told me of how, long ago, he sat on the edge
of the jol overlooking Tarim, sorrowing over the condition 6f his bdtad